
 
Third Annual 

UC Hastings Cleantech Roundtable: 
 

The Legal Needs of Cleantech Companies 
  
Agenda: 
 
April 13, 2012 
 
8:30 a.m.: Registration 
9:00 a.m.: Dean’s Welcome 
9:15 to 10:30 a.m.: Panel 1 
10:45 to 12:00 p.m.: Panel 2 
12:00 to 1:00 p.m.: Lunch (provided) 
1:00 to 2:15 p.m.: Panel 3 
2:15 p.m. onward: Networking reception (wine and hors d’oeuvres) 
 
University of California, Hastings College of the Law 
Alumni Reception Center 
200 McAllister Street 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
Come hear the insights of leaders from across the cleantech community as they 
engage in a lively roundtable discussion addressing a number of key legal issues 
facing cleantech companies: 
 
Panel 1: Startup 101: Legal Issues in Launching a Cleantech Startup 
  
This panel will explore the numerous important legal issues facing cleantech 
startups. These topics will include: the main legal steps in establishing a 
cleantech business, including corporate structure, founders shares, 
compensation issues, and others; structuring early stage financing; the investor’s 
perspective, including how investors evaluate a business idea, pitching venture 
capitalists, trends in VC funding, and the amount of early stage funding available; 
and how to manage intellectual property, including patenting and protecting your 
business ideas.  
  

• Eric L. Lane, Of Counsel, McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP 
• Jonathan Axelrad, Associate, Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 
• Bao Tran, Founder, PowerPatent Inc. 



 
Panel 2: Making the Desert Bloom: Key Issues in Developing Renewable Energy 
Projects 
  
This panel will address the unique legal challenges involved in developing a 
utility-scale renewable energy project. This panel will discuss: the governmental 
programs to incentivize renewable energy development; the unique risks inherent 
in renewable energy projects; how those risks are allocated in the key project 
contracts; negotiating the Power Purchase Agreement (PPA); and structuring 
financing for renewable energy projects. 
 

• Jason Hannigan, Associate General Counsel, CGL Solar Energy 
• Michael Ginsburg, Of Counsel, Morrison & Foerster LLP 
• Miles Imwalle, Morrison & Foerster 
• Christopher Hilen, Associate General Counsel, NV Energy 
• Brian Orion, Partner, Environmental Advocates (moderator) 

  
Panel 3: The Legal Minefield: Mergers and Acquisitions in the Cleantech Industry 
  
This panel will address the current trend toward consolidation in the cleantech 
industry and how the parties can navigate what has been called a legal minefield 
of requirements on the way to successfully closing a deal. The topics will include: 
an update on recent M&A activity in the cleantech industry; an overview of the 
steps in the M&A process; common M&A deal structures; recent examples of 
successful cleantech transactions and how the parties evaluated the business 
case for the deal; negotiating the key terms of the M&A agreements; and legal 
requirements for public companies, including legal duties of corporate directors 
and compliance with federal securities laws.  
 

• Mark Mitchell, former COO, SVP and General Manager, Serious Energy 
• Mark Perutz, Partner, DBL Investors 
• Greg Chin, Partner, Latham & Watkins LLP 
• Abraham Cable, Associate Professor of Law, UC Hastings 
• Eric Wesoff, Editor-in-Chief, Greentech Media (moderator) 

 
Register Now!: http://www.uchastings.edu/media-and-
news/event/2012/04/Third%20Annual%20UC%20Hastings%20Cleantech%20Ro
undtable.html 
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